DAVIS    OFF   THE    ICE-CLIFF    COASTS
and a week's supply of food transported to the islands. The larg-
est of them, named Haswell Island, was a little less than a mile in
length and breadth, and about 300 feet high. Near it was probably
the most populous Emperor penguin rookery yet discovered in
Antarctica, with about 7,500 birds, and covering from 4 to 5 acres
of floe. Numerous rookeries of Adelie penguins were also found.
Snowstorms from November 2yth to 30th did not entirely prevent
short excursions from the tent, and eggs of various birds were
secured.
Rocky outcrops could be seen on the coast of the mainland and
signs of previous glaciation were found on the rocks of Haswell
Island. The most marked feature was the wonderful abundance of
bird life ; and perhaps the greatest find was a rookery of about 300
Antarctic petrels, for the nesting-place of these bkds had not previ-
ously been discovered. Cape pigeons and their eggs were added
to the collection, also Fulmars, Wilson and Snow petrels, Skuas and
Weddell seals. Truly this was a biologist's paradise, with algae
in the pools, lichen and moss on the rocks. On December 2nd a
cairn was erected and photographs of the islands were taken. Next
day the mainland was reached, the large sledge dug out of the snow
and the western journey resumed. It became necessary to ascend
to a height of 2,000 feet, as the lower parts of the continental
slope were seamed with crevasses. Chasms 50 feet deep were
encountered even here, and on December yth a detour to the
south was necessary, near the head of a valley, in which situation
the ice-cap fell in a series of precipitous terraces for about 1,000
feet.
Disrupted Ice, snowstorms and wind hindered progress very
considerably, though occasionally a sail on the sledge proved a use-
fol auxiliary. On December 12th the open water of the Davis Sea
^as seen again, near the ice-cliffs; for several days the route was
parallel to the coast at about 10 miles inland. The first view of
Gaussberg was obtained on December i6th but its approaches
were well defended by crevasses. Next day it was found " impos-
sible to reach Gaussberg by a direct route. The ice ahead was
cleft and split in all directions, and, in places, vertical faces stood up
to a height of 100 feet/' A successful flank attack on December
*3*d led the party to an altitude of between 2,500 and 3,000 feet.
The last 17 miles were travelled over dangerous country, as may be
seea itx the splendid photograph reproduced by Professor Hobbs.*
1 " Characteristics of Foisting Glaciers/* opp. p. 246.